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Heraclitus Ridens : 
AT 
A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 


Cucldap, Fane the 13th. 1682. 


°M glad I have met with you. Do you 
hear of any, Committees re-erected at 
Haberdafbers-Hall, or Gold{miths-Hall ? 
any Plunderings, Scquettrations, Deci- 
mations, Imprifonments, in the Ships, Peter- 
houfe,,.Lambetb-houfe, or fo? any body. that has 
lately been turn’d out of his Houfe, forc’d to fly, 
or ftarv’d for doing, the duty of a Chriftian, and 
of a Loyal Subje& ? 

Earn., Not a word; I can’t guefs .what .you 
would be at. 

Jet. Why, the Town rings of Perfecution ; 
the Whigs talk of nothing but the tyrannies of Ne- 
vo anid Disclefian, and the fad State of things in the 
Primitive times. 

Earn. 1 wifhany thing could make them Primi- 
tive Chriftians, i.e. obedient and: loyal. But if 
by Perfecution you intend the late Effays that have 
been.made towards a Profecution of Diffenters 
upon the Penal Laws of the Kingdom 5 let me tell 
you, though I am of a Temper tame and mild 
enough, and, as you know, of no perfecuting 
Spirit, yct to {peak a, bold Truth to a Friend, I 
would be heartily glad to fee a vigorous Execu- 
tion of the Laws upon the Perfecutors of the Go- 
vernment. 

Feft. How fo! how d’ye mean Perfecuters of the 
Government ? 

Earn. Why, I would appeal to any indifferent 
man, whether the generality of Diffenters, by 
banding, with the Faction, have not given His 
Majelty more trouble and greater Affronts than 
any forein Enemy the Nation has had thefe many 
years? whether *tis not very probable, the Citi- 
zens of Roterdam would have given more defe- 
rence to the Inclinations or Averfions of the King, 
than our Whigs have of latedone? and whether 
they do not ftill do their utmoft to perplex the 
Publick Adminiftration of Affairs ? 

Feft. That’s manifelt, 

Earn. Then Pm fure Houfe-breakers , High- 
way-men, or any other Malefactors have as juft 
ground for Clamour as they. 

Jet. Whatever our opinion be of the matter, 
I can affure you, the Whigs are ftrangely taken off 
their wonted brisknefs; they now walk the ftreets 
as demurcly as men in Debt, with Clouds on their 
Faces and nothing but Calamity in their Mouths, 
Nay, they'd almoit threaten to flee the Land and 
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put themfelves under the protection of the French 
King in greater numbers than the Hugonots lately 
came over to implore his Majetties Pity... And a 
fair fwop, cry I. ' 

_ Earn. And I. But with what face can thefe 
Fellows eat Venifon-Pafty and drink Pontaque 
till their Paunches are as hard as a Drum, and 
their EyeSftart out of their Heads, and yet all the 
while complain of Perfecution. 1 am confident 
that thofe empty {queaking Puppets, their Preach- 
ers, ase generally more plentifully allow’d by the 
fond Prodigality of their deluded Followers than 
a of the Orthodox learned Glergy. would cx- 
pect. 
Fet. *Tis very true, as you fay, and ’tis me- 
thinks as ftrange; for I have heard fome of ’em, 
whofe abilities could not among underftanding 
men advance them above a Groom or Threther,and 
yet their maintenance has been more comfortable 
than an ordinary Bifhoprick. I have: often admir’d 
by what methods they acquire thefe advantages? 
How, do they make one of thefe Pulpit-thum- 
pers ? 

Earn. A little matter does it.. Without fetch- 
ing, the tedious compafs of a long expenfive Edu- 
cation, they can at any time turn hort upon the 
bufinefs; or to humour their Trading way with a 
{uitable Phrafe, upon a {mall Apprenticethip they 
have liberty to fet up. For Gifts, you know 
conte cafier than acquired Learning and Know- 
ledg. The latter are the leifurely effeéts of La- 
bour and Sweat and Reading, the former are only 
f{udden ftrong Impulfes and fortunate Incomes, , 

Jet. Troth, Brother, bating that you decline 
the Cant,’ methinks you have much of the ob- 
{curity of a Non-Con Parfon in this talk. J don’t 
fully take you. 

Earn, Vie tell youthen. Take a heavy phieg- 
matic Blockhead , that could never get learning 
enough at School to enable him to undergo. ani 
Examen for Admiffion into the Univerfity.;..lee 
him have a firong Averfion ta the labour of a 
Meghanic or the Induftry of a Tradefinan, i.e. let 
him be damnably lazy; which witha convenient 
proportion of Duncery, is a good Call-to the.Pre/- 
byterian Miniftry; then ket him board a while a¢ 
Mr. Alfop’s or Mx, Doolittle’s, and now and, then 
take the Air at any neighbouring true-Proteftant 
Academy, cither Newington or Nettlebed; orily let 
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him wears a'black Jump to denote him a Divinity- 
Intender ; Whether he read any Authors, facred 
or profane, it matters not much; 
write Notes after forme 
ing of which ih the Afternéon to while away 

the time till che Congregation is full, when he has 
attain’d to a juft Confidence of {peaking in pub- 
lick, and an ability of managing his Grimaces, 
up ftarts the gifted Ah-Lard-firipling into the Pul- 
pit, and his firft Text is either, O, my Leannefs, 
”y Leannefs; or Wo unto me, if I preach not the 
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nh Wo indeed , for if his pretences to that 
fhould fail, he may ¢’en ftarve having no hopes of 
a Livelihood any other way. As you may find it 
‘written in Cleveland’s Rebel Scot, 


They wanted ford and rayment, fo they took, 
Religion for their Semftref and their Cook, 


But queftionlefS, he muft have fomewhat more 
oe you {peak of, to gain himfclf’ a Congrega- 


Earn. Only fomé more than ordinary meafure 
of either Mimical Getture or affeGed Tone; and 
if he have both, he is extreamly accomplith’d for 
a precious Tubiter. 

Fet. Truly, Ido think Mimickry goes a great 
way with ’em from an obfervation ef my own. I 
went once out of Curiofity to fee one of ’em 
preach, for coming late, and his Conventicle be- 
ing then crouded, 1 could not bear him fix words, 
but by comparing my ConjeCtures afterward with 
the Notes of a ited Friend of mine, who zea- 
loufly wrote after him, I found had guefs‘d right 
what he was at im moft particulars. It was Ap- 
plication-time when I came in, and the pofture in 
which I found him was, ftanding bolt upright 
with his Arms on kembow , like the Ears of a 
Sillybub Pot, which look’d very magifterially ; and 
by that I took him to be at an Ufe of Reproof; 
then he prefently changed to a loud thick clap- 
ping of his Hands which methought ferv’d to the 
driving home and clenching his farthing-Tack of 
an Argument. After this he lays himfelf forward 
on the Pulpit-Cufhion, and falls contraGting and 
expanding his Arms, as if he had been a {wim- 
ming ; but to what ufe that thould ferve I could 
not indeed imagine, unlefs *twere to thew him(elf 
a painful Preacher. By and by I faw him weaving 
from one fide of the Pulpit to Cother, and draw- 
ing up the mufcles of his Face into an obliging 
Grin, and from that I colle&ted he was upon the 
point of Confolation. Laftly, by ebferving the 
Hats of the Congregation to be all of a fudden 
turned awry, like Ballad-fingers, but with the 
open fide to the Tubfter, taking great*care that 
what came in at one Ear might not go out at t’o- 
ther, and my Gentleman thereupon winking and 
kneading, I was fure he was got in his concluding 
Prayer. Ulpon the whole, to my thinking, Lacy 
or Nokes might preach as edifying a Sermon with- 


out fpeaking a word. . 


ovided he 
Belweather of ae Party; by > 


Earn. Concerning his Tone I will not ask you, 


becaufe you acknowledg you could not hear 


him. 

Fh. Not his words articulately and diftin@ly ; 
but I heatd ‘fometimes a deep hollow gramble, 
like the noife of a ftone ratling down a Well; 
then a loud Stentorophonic bawl, which prefent- 
ly was rais’d to an high {cream upon the Key in 
which @\ nice Lady fqueaks at the fight of 4 Frog ; 
and by and by a Maudlin fort of a Whine, in which 
he continued fo long till I could obferve the tears 
drop from his Nofe. And thefe for ought I could 
fee were the only allurements that decoy’d im fo 
many Followers. 

Earn. I no more wonder at the multitude of 
their Followeis, than at the Crouds that) gaze at 
the Mountebanks Stage. Their Leadérs have wit 
enough to know the generality of the common 
people ( efpecially the Women with whom, ac- 
cording to the Apoftle, their’ chief bufinefs lies ) 
to be ignorant, eafie and feducible; and therefore 
they never apply to their Reafons but to their 
humours and Fancies; and inftead of taking pains 
to enable themfelves to {peak fenfe for the im- 
provement of the underfiandings of their Congre- 
gations ( which good end, if attain’d, would put 
their craft in danger to be fet at nought) they take 
the readier way of addreffing to their paffions and 
tempers,and thereby rendring themfelves Matters of 
their Weakneffes and leffer Inclinations,they fecure 
an implicit approbation of their words or aGtions. 

Phe And when this is once atchiev’d, the poor 
Ditciple is miferably Prieft-ridden, nothing muft be 


too good for the man in the Caps ; fomewhat Jaid ° 


down for Entrance,and a conftant Rent for a Pew, 
and that exceffive enough if his place be high ; then 
comes the demure thing a vifiting, and he muft not 
be difmift empty-bellied, nor empty-handed, for 
fear he thould thake the duft off his feet. If he 
chance to ferible a Book, his Auditor muft take a 
certain number off his hands at a certain Rate, 
though he want money for neceffarics, as I have 
known it done. Befide now and then Contribu- 
tions to a wandring Apoftle that is not fetled, 
that is, wants a Booth; and befide that which is 
more than all this, the continual drainings on the 
Wives part. Sothata wealthy Difciple duly qua- 
— with a filly Wife isa good Farm to a Holder- 
orth. 

Earn. And hence it is, that I always look upon. 
aConventicle to be nothing but a little Convent, 
not only in the Grammatical way, but in their ab- 
folute obedience to their Superiors diftin@ and 
often contrary to the Regal Authority, which both 
of them with all their force jointly or feverally en- 
deavour to batter down or diminith. 

Jef. 1 muft be gone, except you can give me 
any diverfion with anew Pamphlet or two. 

Earn. 1 have not been at Town of late, and 
fo am without any, but Ple fee what I can get a- 
gainft the next time. I believe we thall have a 
plentiful Crop. 
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